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Visas, Constitutions and Floyd

In Response to “No More Waiting on
the Street for a U.S, Visa,” an article by
Caroline McGregor on Jan. 21,

fitor,

As an American immigration law
practitioner with more thun 10 years of
experience dealing with the U.S. Em-
bassy in Moscow, | would Like to com-
ment on Caroline McGregor’s recent
article.

While improvements have been
made in the visa application system,
the consular section at the Embassy
continues to be plagued by arbitrary
decision-making on visa appiications; a
systemic lack of transparency; lost doc-
umentation; lengthy and unsubstanti-
ated delays; frivolous “information”
charges; and disrespectiul staff and of-
Licers.

Just a few examples to illustrate:

« A group of 25 Russians has taken
the unprecedented step of suing the
U.S. Embassy for depriving them of
visas based on consular allegations of
torgery and has charged the deputy
consul general with obstruction for de-
liberately withholding sigrature speci-
mens from forensic experts at the ULS,
Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice.

* A woman has been denied a
green card because the cmbassy lost
her police certificates on 1wo different
occasions. This after the cmbassy ad-
vised that her visa wa. ready; she sold
all of her property and belongings in
Krasnodar; and she paid for the visa.
(To date, the embassy refuses to re-
fund the money she paid for a visa that
has never been issued, and her two
children and husband wait for her in
the United States.)

* A woman has been permanently
barred from the United States be-
cause, according to the embassy, she
had applied for and obtained a U.S.
spousal visa before she was married.
The woman, in fact, had never applied
for nor did the embassy cver issue such
a visa.

* A Russian entrepreneur  has
walted nearly two years for his appli-
cation 10 be acted upon.

+ A world-renowned scientist with
more than 100 patents, the highest
Russian state awards ind references
from two Nobel Prize winners has
been denied an immigrant visa without
any substantive explanation,

In Russian-language newspaper ar-
ticles, the consul general admits that
the ULS. visa system vis-a-vis Russia is
& byproduct of the Cold War, is obso-

lete, and needs to be overhauled. Un-

fortunately, too many Russians are still

waiting for these words to be trans-
lated into action.

Kenneth White

- Moscow

Constitutional Dispute

In response to a lewter by Lenard Leeds
on Dec. 20.

Editor,

Lenard Leeds’ letter shows that he
is not very familiar with Russian life.
He is right that practically no one in
Russia knows the Russian Constitu-
tion except for lawyers, but that does
not mean it should not exist.

Legislation, no matter whether
good or bad, is adopted by the State
Duma on the basis of provisions in the
Constitution.

Anatoly Sobchak, to whom Leeds
so contemptuously refers in his letter,
was one of the most brilliantly edu-
cated and smartest of Russian lawyers.
It is worth mentioning that President
Viadimir Putin worked for some time
as his deputy, when Sobchak was
mayor of St. Petersburg,

If it were not for certain sad cir-
cumstances, Sobchak could very well
have become the second president of
Russia.

As regards the U.S. Constitution,
which was adopted some 200 years
ago, I hardly think it was perfect and,
for instance, did not take into full con-
sideration the rights of Indians and
other ethnic groups.

AV, Lukatchev
Moscow

Hot and Cold

In response to "Cold Draft” by Chris
Floyd on Jan. 17.

Editor,

I fear that the war hawks that have
taken over the United States are trav-
cling similar paths to another warmon-
ger of the past. They are making ex-
cuses o invade other countries and
showing no real proof for their accusa-
tions,

[ cannot understand how American
citizens can be mesmerized by this in-
dividual leading us down a path of un-
warranted aggression. Itis almost the
same propaganda that the Nazi party
fed it’s people to get the support or
compliance of its citizens.

Of course, it will be the working
class that will pay the price for this
privileged fool who we call our leader.
He and the war hawks will sit safely at
home, while our young men die to do
his bidding.

But, I guess we should take comfort
in the fact that we will be making the
war hawks/oil men who run our White
House a good bit richer when they
take control of Trag’s oil fields.

Mel Farris
Davenport, Florida

Editor,

I saw Chris Floyds piece men-
tioned on MSNBC. 1 was scanning the
“news” channels; real news sometimes
slips through. They were appalled by
the cartoon shown and, I assume, the
article in general. Naturally | had to
check it for myself.

I found the article to be quite frank
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Dear Readers:

THIS IS YOUR SPACE

HAS SOMETHING you read in The Moscow Times startied you
excited, puzzied or pleased? If s0, write and tell us what's on y

We welcome letters to the editor and have o
comments. You can send your letter air i
oped@imedia.ru; by fax at (7095} 93
Moscow Times, 16 Ulitsa Viyborgskaya, Bigg. -
are writing from abroad, send it to The Moscow

572, New York, NY 10103.)

waler down your point.

Write in English or Russian. Praise us, criicze us or 8he LS
a bias in our coverage? Let us know. Think we did a gocd job? P

All we ask is that you include your full nar
and a contact telephone number in case w

We do edit letters for grammar and style. In \
order to fit the avallable space — though we lry lo take car

We look forward to heanng from you!
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