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U.S. Legal Permanent Residents: 2006

KELLY JEFFERYS

A legal permanent resident (LPR) or “green card” recipient is defined by immigration law as a

person who has been granted lawful permanent residence in the United States. Permanent resident

status confers certain rights and responsibilities. For example, LPRs may live and work permanently

anywhere in the United States, own property, and attend public schools, colleges, and universities.

They may also join certain branches of the Armed Forces, and apply to become US. citizens if

they meet certain eligibility requirements. This Office of Immigration Statistics Annual Flow Report

presents information obtained from applications for LPR status on the number and characteristics
of persons who became LPRs in the United States during 2006."'

In 2006, a total of 1,266,264 persons became LPRs of

the United States (see Table | and Figure 1). The majority
of new LPRs (65 percent) already lived in the United
States when they were granted lawful permanent resi-
dence. Nearly two-thirds (63 percent) were granted
permanent residence based on a family relationship
with a US. citizen or legal permanent resident of the
United States. The leading countries of birth of new
LPRs were Mexico (14 percent), China (7 percent) and
the Philippines (6 percent).

THE REAL ID ACT OF 2005

Provisions of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (enacted
into law May 11, 2005) affected the LPR flows for 2005
and 2006, The Act eliminated the 10,000 annual cap on
asylee adjustments of status and recaptured 50,000
employment-based visas to be used for Schedule A
workers. Schedule A occupations are those for which
the Secretary of the Department of Labor has deter-
mined that there are not sulhcient US. workers who are
able, willing, (|u:||ifiw.i and available. Addidonally, it must
be demonstrated that the wages and working conditions
of U.S. workers similarly employed will not be adversely
affected by the employment of aliens in such occupations.
Schedule A workers include, but are not limited to, physical
therapists, nurses, and aliens of exceptional ability in
the arts and sciences

THE LEGAL IMMIGRATION PROCESS

Admission Priorities

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) and its
amendments are the basis for most immigration laws in

i this report, years refer to hscal years (October 1 to September 30),
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effect today. US. law gives priority for immigration
status to foreign nationals who have a close family
relationship with a US. citizen or LPR, who have needed
job skills, who are from countries with relatively low
levels of immigration to the United States, or who have
refugee or asylee status.

Preference Immigration and Diversity Limits

The term preference has been nsed in immigration law 10
designate priority categories for LPR status, As specified

Figure 1.
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by the Immigration Act of 1990, an annual limit
of between 416,000 and 675,000 currently exists
for family-sponsored preferences, employment

preferences, and diversity immigrants.

Family-sponsored preferences consist ol four
categories: unmarried sons and daughters of U.S,
citizens and their children; spouses, children, and
unmarried sons and daughters of lawful perma-
nent residents and their children; married sons

and daughters of US. citizens and
their spouses and children; and brothers
and sisters of US. citizens aged 21 and
over, and their spouses and children.
The annual limit for family-sponsored
preferences ranges from 226,000 o
480,000. (See Appendix 1 for more
details on the limit calculations).

Employment preferences consist of
five categories of workers (and their
spouses and children): priority workers;
professionals with advanced degrees
or aliens of exceptional ability; skilled
workers, professionals (without
advanced degrees), and needed un-
skilled workers; special immigrants
(e.g.. ministers, religious workers, and
employees of the U.S. government
abroad); and employment creation
immigrants or “investors." The
employment preference limit is equal
to 140,000 plus any unused family
preferences [rom the previous year.

Diversity immigrants arc nationals
of countries with low rates of legal
immigration to the United States. The
annual Diversity limit has been
50,000 since 1999. Nationals of
countries with more than 50,000
numerically limited admissions
during the preceding five years are
excluded from participating in the
Diversity Program. The Office of
Immigration Statistics (OIS) calculates
Diversity limits for six broad world
regions using data collected by U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services

(USCIS) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The limits
are calculated annually using a formula based on immigrant admissions
during the preceding five years and the population total of the
region. The maximum limit per country is 3,850.

In 2006, the limit on preference immigration was 419,949,
including 226,000 for family-sponsored preferences and 143,949

Table 1.

Legal Permanent Resident Flow: Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006

| ] 2006 2005 2004 |
Category of Admission | Number | Percent Number[ Percent Numbor] Percent |
Total o oveeeen, | 1266264 | 1000 | 1122373 | 100.0 | 957,883 | 1000 |
New arrivals. .. ....... 447,016 | 35.3 384,071 34.2 [ 373.962 | 39.0 |
Adjustments of status ... | 819.248 | 8.7 738,302 | 658 583921 | 610 |
Source: U.5. Department of H d Security, C Linked Applicant Information Management System (CLAIMS), Legal

Immigtant Data, Fiscal Years 2004 10 2006

Table 2.
Legal Permanent Resident Flow by Major Category of Admission: Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006

2008 2005 2004
cmyqrumlugon Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent
T A 1266264 | 1000 | 1122373 [ 1000 | 967883 | 100.0
| Family-sponsored immigrants . ............ | 803,335 | 634 649,772| 579 l 632877 66.1 |
| Family-sponsored preferences. . ..... ... 222220 | 176/ 212970| 190 210358 | 224
| Unmarned sons/daughters of U.S. citizens . 25,432 20| 24,729 22| 26,380 | 28
i Spouses and children of alien residems ... | 112,051 | 4.8 | 100,139 | 89 l 93.609 | 98!
| Married sons/daughters of U.S. citzens ... | 21,481 |  1.7| 22953 | 21| 28695 30|
Siblings of U.S. citizens . .............. | 63255| 50| 65149 58| 65671 6.9
1 Immediate relatives of U.S. citizens. . ... ... | 681106 | 459 | 436,802| 389 | 418522 | 437 |
| Spouses........... o | 330843 268 | 259144 | 231 252193| 263
Parents . A | 120441} 95| 82113 73| 7753 81|
R e : 120499 | 95| 94974 85| 88088 9.2
F Children born abroad to alien residents . . . | 623 | . | 571 | 0.1 707 | 0.1 |
| Employment-based prelerences. . . 159,081 12.6 | 246,878 | 22.0 155330 | 16.2 |
| Priority WOPKErS . .. .o eeeennenn .. | asee0| 20| eamn| s8] sze1| 33
Professionals with advanced degrees . ... .. ‘ 21,911 | 1.7 42,597 | 38| 3253 3.4 |
| Skilled workers, professionals, unskilled workers . .. | 89,922 | 71| 120070 115 | 85.969 9.0 |
| Special immigrants, ., ....ooiiin ., 9539 | 08| 10134 09| 5407 06 |
| IAVESIONS . ..ot eaeee e, ‘ 749 | 346 | A 129 i
| Diversity programs . . .. ......oieninn., 44471 | 3.5 | 46,234 ! 41| 50,084 5.2
| Other categories ... .........oouiue | 259377 | 205 179489 | 160 119502 | 125
1 T SRR S ———— [ 4,569 | 0.4 | 7.715 | 0.7 7121 | 0.7
| Refugees and Asylees ................. | 216,454 | 17.1| 142962 127 | 71230 7.4
|  Refugee adjustments................. | 99,609 79| 112676 100 | 61013 | 64|
| " Asylee adjustments . . ................ 116,845 | 9.2 30,286 2.7 | 10,217 | 11 |
| NACARA! Section 202, .- ... ...\, | 661 0.1 1.155 01| 2292 0.2 |
| Cancellation of removal . .. .. ........... | 20516 23| 20785 | 19| 22702| 34
Subject to annual limit .. . ........... | 3se66| 03| s518| 08 | 2666 | 03|
Not subject to imt (NACARA! Secton 203) ... | 26,950 | 24| 15507 | 14| 30136 | 31|
| Haitian Refugee Immigrant Faimess Act . . 3375 03 2820 03| 2451 03
| other.. .o .. | 4802 04| aps2| 04l 379 04

- Figure rounds 10 0.0

! Nicaraguan Agjustment and Central American Relio Act of 1907
Source: 1.S. Depa 1 of b Secunty, C© ¢ Linked App
Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006,

Information Management System (CLAIMS), Legal Immigram Data,

for employment preferences (see Appendix 1). In addition, there
are per country and dependent area limits equal to 7 percent and
2 percent, respectively, of the total number of family-sponsored
and employment preferences. In 2006, the per country limit was
25,896 and the dependent arca limit was 7,399.

DHS Office of bnmigration Statistics



Table 3.

Legal Permanent Resident Flow by Region and Country of Birth:
Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006
(Countries ranked by 2006 LPR flow)

to adjust to legal permanent resident status after
one year of residence in the United States. The
number of persons who may be admitted 1o the
United States as retugees each year is established by
the President in consultation with Congress. The

2006 2005 2004 'f
ceiling on refugee admissions w i
Region/country of birth Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | - p— e S
| cach year from 2003 1o 2006.
Total o 1266264 | 1000 | 1122373 | 1000 | 957.883 | 100.0 |
' REGION: | _ . | i Asylees must wait one year after they are granted
Y 117.430 93| 8s102| 78| 6422 69| sylum to apply for lawful permanent residence.
ASI . oo | 422.333 33.4| 400,135 | 35.7 | 334540 a3ag| Untl 2005, an annual limit of 10,000 existed on
Europe::s sut < A i | 164,285 13.0 | 176.569 | 15.7 | 133,181 | 139 | the number of persons authorized to adjust status
| North America. .. ........ 414,096 | 327 | 345575 | 308 | 342468 | 358  under the major classes of admission for asylees.
| Carribbean. ........... | 146,771 11.6 | 108,598 9.7| 89,144 9.3 | The REAL ID Act eliminated that cap.
Central America ... ... .. 75,030 59| 53470 | 48 i 62,287 | 6.5 |
| Other North America. . . .. | 192,295 | 15.2 : 183,507 | 16.4 | 191,037 | 19.9 Other Admission Categories
QcoBnia . ovnu v eni 7.385 0.6 | 6,546 0.6 | 5,985 0.6 | o L .
! South America . ......... ! 138,001 | 10.9 | 103,143 .i 9.2 | 72060 75| Thes FIARRIS adraisston) CREgOrIes vspally
NG Coa73a| o2 | sa0s| | os| 327! 03] ?]Cme; for less l|1a‘n 10 prrcezl (]J_f ll.w jnnual I.EfR
COUNTRY: | | , | | | | _O\V.T 10se calcgorlcs tend o De himited (o certain
| MEXICD o s s 4o B | 173.753 | 13.7 | 161,445 | 144 | 175411| 183 ! foreign natonals admited under special legislation.
| China, People’s Repubilic . ., . | 87,345 6.9 69,967 [ 6.2 55494 ! 5.8 | L
| Philippines . ............ | TAGOT| 59| 60748 54 57846 60| Paths to LPR Status
| | ] .
| India Lo | 61.369 | 48| 84,681 | 75| 70,451 7.3 There are two paths to LPR status depending on
I Cuba iy | 45614 36 | 36261 32| 20488| 21| whether the applicant is living in the United States
| (Eolonbia e v | 431511 34 25571 | 25 | 18846 20 or another country at the time of application.
| Dominican Republic. ... | 38069| 30| 27.504| 25| jo.goa | %! orelon navionals lving ativosd apply for.an
| | { & { | | . -
Cl SMVBOr s » e iai vl || 35489 | o | 19 | 807 | 3.1 | immigrant visa at a consular office of the Department
| Wietnam......ooveennn. | 30.695 2.4 32,784 | 2.9 | 31.524 33| ; E : )
: ; | el B " . b 2 issuec sa, the ¢ -
s o -~ | . e 15| of State. Once issued a visa, they may enter the
"""""""" | , | o L + s Sl trnd @ - - » [PRe whe " \
Fogs, .. | 21388! 18| 26862 24| 19766 | o4 UIllllLd States and become LPRs when they are
| Guatemala ..o..ouuiuin. | 24146 19| 16825 15| 18920 20| admitted at a port of entry.
[ Haitio | #EaR8y 18 | 14,529 3 | 14,391 i 151 persons who qualify for legal permanent resident
POIU. wvvrmvr s nnies | 21718 1.7 | 15'5?: 1'3 | 1;'?:; 1’2 | status who are living in the United States, including
Ada e 8, 4| 2187 2 15569 | 1. : . .
Censta 18207 1 | ar | : | refugees, certain temporary workers, foreign
Bragilasiasndaarviiy | 17,910 | 1.4 16,664 15 10,556 | 11 5 Y
| Ecuador ‘ 1?.490 | id | 11.[308 10| 8626 | 09| students, and certain undocumented immigrants,
PakIStan. . ............. ‘ 17418 | 14| 14926 13| 12086 13 file an‘application for adjustument of suitns 1o -
United Kingdom .. ....... | 17.207 | 1.4 ! 19.800 18] 14918 16 ful permanent residence wl_lh USCIS. At the time
| Ukroine oo | 17,142 14| 22761 20| 14156 15|  they apply for adjustment of status, they may also
All other countries. . . ... .. | 457,050 | 36.1| 402478 | 359 | 312801 | 327 | apply for permission to work. Adjustment of status

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Computer Linked Apphcation Information Management System {CLAIMS),

Legal immigrant Data, Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006.

Immediate Relatives of U.S. Citizens

Some LPR admission categories are exempt from the annual
numeric limits for preference and diversity immigration, The
numerically largest category is immediate relatives (spouses and
children of US. citizens and parents of adult US. citizens aged 21
and over). Immediate relatives of U.S. citizens typically account for
40 percent or more of the annual LPR flow. Immediate relatives
combined with family-sponsored preferences are referred 1o as
family-sponsored immigrants.

Refugees and Asylees

Refugees and asylees who adjust to LPR status are exempt from
preference and diversity annual numerical limits. Refugees are eligible

DHS Office of Immigration Statistics

applicants are granted lawful permanent residence
at the time their applications are approved.

Eligibility for Naturalization

Most legal permanent residents who are at least 18 years of age are
eligible to apply for citizenship after meeting certain requirements,
These requirements generally include § years of lawful permanent
residency in the United States and successful completion of
English language, civics and history tests. Legal immigrant
children under 18 years of age may automatically acquire citizen-
ship from their US. citizen parents.

DATA

The data presented in this report were obtained from the Computer
Linked Application Information System (CLAIMS) of USCIS, which
maintains information from the applications for lawful permanent



resident status. The DS-230 Application for
Immigrant Visa and Alien Registration of the
Department of State is used by applicants
living abroad. The 1-485 Application to
Register Permanent Residence or Adjust
Status of USCIS is used by applicants living
in the United States.

Information collected on these applications
includes: class of admission, date the deci-
sion was made to grant the applicant lawful
permanent residence, country of birth,
country of last residence, age, marital
status, geographic residence, occupation,
prior nonimmigrant class and year of
entry (adjustments of status only). Data for
the latter three variables are not presented
in this report because a significant number
ol cases were missing that information.

From the late 1990s until recently, adjust-
ment of status application processing
issues at USCIS caused fluctuations in the
annual LPR flow and its demographic com-
position. Therefore, caution should be
exercised in drawing conclusions about
the propensity to immigrate from the data
presented in this repart,

RESULTS

Legal immigration increased 13 percent
from 1,122,373 in 2005 0 1,266,264 in
2006 (see Table 1), More than one-half of
the increase occurred among persons
adjusting status and reflects a decline in the
number of applications pending a decision.
The number of LPR adjustments of status
increased 11 percent from 738,302 in
2005, to 819,248 in 2006. Adjustments of
status accounted for 65 percent of all LPRs
in 2006 and 66 percent in 2005, The number
of LPR new arrivals increased by 16 percent
from 384,071 in 2005 to 447,016 in 2006,

Historical Trend

Table 4.

Legal Permanent Resident Flow by State of Residence: Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006
(Ranked by 2006 LPR flow)

2006 2005 2004
Statclgf residence __!_‘lumher Percent Number | Percent | Number | Percent
[ T, (S ————— | 1266264 | 100.0 | 1122373 | 100.0 | 957.883 | 100.0
California. . ...oovonr e, 264,677 20,9 | 232.023| 207 253858 | 265 |
New Yok . . § = ovmmsvipeassaiinn L 180,165 | 14.2 | 136,828 i 12.2'| 103,151 | 10.8 |
L T | 155,996 | 12.3| 122,918 11.0| 76,178 8.0 |
| Texas i | 89.037| 70| 95988 86| 92440| 97|
: Newilersey.: & oo sivanndibuisis 65,934 52| 56180 | 5.0 | 50,699 | 5.3 |
| WIAGIE e v snpimmmmmnany | 52459 | 41| 52419 | 47| 46,896 | 4.9
L T R —— | 38488| 30| 27100 24| 22104 2.3
| Massachuselts . ................. | 35,560 ': 28| 34236 31 I 28,067 | 2.9 |
L | 32202 2.5 | 31535 | 28| 1s68 1.7
| Maryland o.ocfis os s e 30.204 | | [ 22,870 | 2.0/ 20,549 | 2.1 |
| (0,11 SO —————— e [ .321 54? 25 4 : 310,306 j 276 | 247, 260 AN 25.8 |
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Computer Linked Application Infarmation Management System (CLAIMS), Legal
Immigrant Doata, Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006,
Table 5.
Legal Permanent Resident Flow by Metropolitan Area of Residence:
Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006
(Ranked by 2006 LPR flow)
[ ' 2006 2005 2004 l
] Metropolitan areas of residence Number | Percent |  Number [ Percent | Number | Percent !
[ oTotal e | 1266264 | 100.0 | 1122373 | 100.0 | 957,883 100.0 |
| New York-Northern New Jersey- 224,444 | 17.7| 172,858 | 15.4 | 138577 | 145
| Longlsland, NYNJPA . ... ........ | j | ,
Los AngelesLong Beach-Santa Ana, CA . .. 120,880 ' 951 98,244 8.8 | 110,824 | 116 |
Miamifort Lauderdale-Miami Beach, FL. .. | 98,922 | 78| 79558 71 49,816 | 5.2
Washington-Arlington-Alexandria- 54,556 | 43| 37150 | 33| 32215 3.4 |
Rockville, DCVAMDWY . .. ..., ... | ' ' i [ -

Chicago Naperville-Joliet, ILINWI. . . .. . [ 49,755 | | 49.018 | 44| 43846 | as]
| San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, CA. ... | 38,350 | | ‘ 33,880 | 3.0 i 37,233 | 3.9 ‘
Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown, TX. .. ... 31,557 | 34,791 | 31| 3499 a7
Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MANH .. ... 28,473 | | 27,138 r 2.4 | 22,7112 | 2.4
| Dallas-Fort WorthArlington, TX. . . ... . . 26,654 | i 28971 26| 25238 | 26|
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA . . . . | 25.270 | 25,353 | 23] 12970 1.4 |
R | 867,403 | 44.3 | 536,411 | 47.7 | 449,396 ' 46.9 |

Sgurce: U5, Department of Hometand Secunty, Computer Linked Apphication Information Management System (CLAIMS), Legal
lmmigrant Data. Fiscal Years 2004 10 2006.
Note: Metropolitan areas defined based on Core-based Stotistical Areas (CHSAs),

year since 1991 when a record 1.8 million persons became legal
permanent residents,

The annual LPR flow has exhibited an upward trend since World
War Il (see Figure 1). The annual average LPR flow quadrupled

from 250,000 during the 1950s to just over one million during
2000 to 2006. Changes in immigration law associated with this
increase include the elimination of country quotas on Eastern
Hemisphere immigration and increases in annual limits for hemi-
spheric and preference immigration. The spike in legal immigration
around 1990 reflects the legalization of 2.7 million undocumented
immigrants under the Immigration Reform and Control Act
(IRCA) of 1986.The LPR flow was larger in 2006 than in any other

Class of Admission

The increase in the LPR flow between 2005 and 2006 was con-
centrated among immediate relatives of US. citizens and asylees
(sce Table 2). The number of persons obtaining LPR status
as immediate relatives of US. citizens increased 33 percent
from 436,802 in 2005 to 581,106 in 2006. The immediate
relatives share of the total LPR flow increased from 39 percent in
2005 to 46 percent in 2006,

DHS Office of hnmigration Statistics



Table 6.

Legal Permanent Resident Flow by Age: Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006

2005. None of these visas were used in 2006. In addition,
the REAL ID Act of 2005 recaptured 50,000 unused

employment-based visas, 5,125 of which were used in
2009 2008 2008 2005. In 2006, 33,341 of these visas were used,
Ago Number | Percent |  Number E Percent | Number | Percent exceeding the 2006 employment preference limit of
[ Total............ | 1266264 | 100.0 | 1122373 | 100.0 | 957.883 | 100.0 143,949, The majority of the visa numbers recaptured
| Under 5 years ....... | 45,380 3.6 II 42,194 i 38| 40653 | 42| by (he REAL ID Act were issued to individuals whose
.10 14 YOars: ; vamn | 1461001 115} 132895 11.8) 108.708| 11.3 | country of origin was the Philippines (57 percent) or
| 15t0 24 years. .. .. .. [ 232977 184 | 195783 | 17.4 164,468 | 17.2 India (22 percent).
2510 34 years. ... ... 311,302 | 24.6| 295638 | 26.3| 268,327 | 28.0 |
| 35t04dyears. ... 244,575 19.3 | 225049 201 | 183.655| 19.2| The refugee and asylee LPR flow increased from 13 percent
[ 4510 54 years. ... ... | 138494 | 109 117.663 \ 105 94884 | 99| of the wotal flow in 2005 to 17 percent in 2006 due to
[S5to6ayears. ...... | 82077 | 65| 63.343 56| 538661 56| (he increase in asylee adjustments from the REAL ID
65 years and over .. .. 65119 | 51| 49,789 4.4, 43282 45 Act. Asylee adjustments increased 286 percent from
| Unknown age. ... ‘ 50 | : ‘ 19 . ! 30,286 in 2005 to 116,845 in 2006, The asylee share
| Median age (years). . .. RS .S - 3111 of the total LPR flow increased from 3 percent in 2005
&::r;:ms;;iimdmw TR . — to 9 percent in 2(](16: In contrast, the refugee LPR flow
(CLAMS), Legal inmigrant Data, Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006, ) declined 12 percent from 2005 to 2006.
Table 7. Diversity immigrants accounted for 3.5 percent
v ) i 3 » 3
gt PrmsenRestont o by Gntr: ot tos 2008 toz008 117111 15 1 100 T b
2008 2008 2004 decreased cach year since 2004.
Gender Nﬂbﬂ_—[ Percent |  Number i Porcent |  Number | Percent
| Total....eyianenen 1266264 | 1000 | 1122373 [ 1000 | 957.883 | 1000 Hegson.and Cnuntry_ - Blr_th
Male . 663,034 | 445 | 509,104 | 454 | 434,496 454 Theleading regions of birth for persons becoming LPRs
Femaler. i it | 703213| 555| 613.192| 546 523226| 546 in 2006 were Asia (33 percent) and North America
| Unknown . .......... . e ) - L0 I N 1 - | (33 percent)(see Table 3). These two regions accounted
i R B for approximately two-thirds of the LPR flow each year
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Computer Linked Application Information Management System from 2004 to 2006. The number of LPRs from Africa
s i S increased 38 percent from 85,102 in 2005 to 117,430
Tablo 8. in 2006. Approximately 50 percent of this increase was
Legal Permanent Resident Flow by Marital Status: (|1.1(- to greater numbers of African asylee adjustments
Fiscal Years 2004 to 2006 Ofstaluk
=T In 2006, 14 percent of all persons becoming LPRs were
4006 208 29 born in Mexico. The second leading country of birth
Marital Status L i 1 Eoroent] - Number L’f"f.‘lnﬁ Number | Percent | a5 China (6.9 percent), followed by the Philippines
Totat, . socimeiin e | 1266264 | 1000 | 1122373 | 1000 | 957,883 1000 | (g 9 percent), India (4.8 percent), Cuba (3.6 percent),
| Single ......oonn _ 470.393 | 37| 421335 375 | pafgas)  JTA | Colombia (3.4 pereent), the Dominican Republic
| Marned . ........... | 730327 | 67.7| 650829 | 580 561886 8.7 (3.0 percent). E| Salvador (2.5 percent), Vietnam
DRBAE csimmmsenss | 58,062 46| 45594 | 41| 38770 37| P P - ! ) ! :
B cecremece | | 4,615 04| 2301| 02| (2.4 percent), and Jamaica (2.0 percent). These 10

7482 06|

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Computer Linked Application Information Mahagement System

(CLAIMS), Legal immigrant Data, Fiscal Years 2004 10 2006

Employment preferences, including principals and their dependents,
represented 13 percent of the total LPR flow in 2006, down from
22 percent in 2005. The LPR flow for employment preferences
decreased 36 percent from 246,878 in 2005 to 159,081 in 2006.
The large number of LPRs in the employment preferences in 2005
was primarily due to the American Competitiveness in the
21st Century Act of 2000, which recaptured 130,107 unused
employment-based visa numbers from 1999 and 2000 to be made
available to Ist, 2nd, and 3rd preference employment-
based immigrants once the annual limit had been reached. Approxi-
mately 94,000 of those recaptured visa numbers were used in

DHS Ofhee of munigration Statistics
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countries accounted for almost 50 percent of all new
LPRs in 2006.

The removal of the 10,000 annual cap on asylee adjust-
ments of status was partially responsible for increases in the number
of LPR adjustments from China and Colombia between 2005 and
2006. In addition, the use of recaptured employment based visas
resulted in an increase for the Philippines.

State and Metropolitan Statistical Area of Residence

California was the residence of approximately one-fifth
(21 percent) of persons becoming LPRs in 2006 (seeTable 4). Other
leading states of residence included NewYork (14 percent), Florida
(12 percent), Texas (7 percent), Newlersey (5.2 percent) and Illinois



(4.1 percent). These six states represented
the residence of 64 percent of new LPRs
in 2006. The top 10 states of residence
(which also included Virginia,
Massachusetts, Georgia, and Maryland)
accounted for the residence of 75 percent
of new LPRs.

Table Al.
Annual Limits for Preference and Diversity Immigrants: Fiscal Year 2006

|
The leading metropolitan statistical areas |
of destination represented in the LPR I
flows in 2006 were New York-Northern
New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-PA |
(18 percent) and Los Angeles-Long |
Beach-Santa Ana, CA (9.5 percent)(see |
Table 5)*. Other leading destinations
included Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami ——p—
Beach, FL, Washington-Arlington-
Alexandria-Rockville, DC-VA-MD-WYV,
and Chicago-Naperville-Joliet, IL-IN-WI.
These five metropolitan statistical areas represented the residence ot
43 percent of persons becoming LPRs in 2006.

Age, Gender, and Marital Status

LPRs have historically been younger than the native population of

the United States. In 2006, the median age for persons
becoming LPRs was 31 years (sce Table 6). In contrast, the median
age for the US. native population was 34 years.'

New LPRs are more likely to be female than the native US. population,
[n 2006, females accounted for 56 percent ol new LPRs (see
Table 7) compared with $1 percent for the US. native population,
The majority (58 percent) of new LPRs were married (see Table 8)
compared with 40 percent of the native population.'

Appendix 1
PREFERENCE IMMIGRATION LIMITS?

Family-Sponsored Preferences Limit

The annual limit is calculated as 480,000 minus the number of

aliens who were issued visas or who adjusted to LPR status in the
previous fiscal year as 1) immediate relatives of US. citizens, 2) chil-
dren born subsequent to the issuance of a visa to an accompanying
parent, and 3) children born abroad to lawful permanent residents
on temporary trips abroad minus 4) certain categories of aliens
paroled into the United States in the second preceding fiscal year
plus 5) unused employment preferences in the preceding year.

The family-sponsored preference limit may not fall below a
minimum of 226,000 in any year. The number of legal permanent
residence issued visas or who adjusted status in fiscal year 2005
under categories 1 to 4 above was 457 ,848. There were zero
unused employment preferences in 2005. The calculated limit for
family-sponsored preferences in 2005 was 22,152 (480,000
minus 457,848 plus 0). Since this number was below 226,000,
the family-sponsored preference limit was set at 226,000. The
limit for each category is shown below (see Table AT).

| Preference/description Limit ]

| Family-sponsored prelercncas .............. R ﬁ o ——_F ) _-Q‘Eg._f)()i}m
First: Unmared sons and daughters of U.S. citizens and therrchildren. .. ... oavnvn. 23,400 |
Second: Spouses, children, and unmarried sons and daughters of permanent resident aliens . . . 114,2007
Third: Married sons and daughters of U.S. CIlIZENS . . .. .o v iiiniiieiennnniaueiansini 23,4007
Fourth: Brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens (at least 21 years ol 8B8) . .. oo v o ve v ennn 65,0002 |

| Employment-based Preferences. . . ... ..o e e e e 143,949

i First: Prionty workers . 5 ST 41,1707 |
Second: ProI(.ssmnals with advanced [’L[,IEBS or aliens o( exceptional aml:ty ..... 41,1707 |
Third: Skilled workers, professionals, and needed unskilled workers . . .. ... ............. 41,1697 |
Fourth: Special IMMIBIANTS . . . . .ttt it ettt e et et e ae s et g s e atnae e enens 10,220 |
Fifth: Employment crention (Minvestors™) . .. oo i ii i iei i e 10,220 |

Daversrty .........................................

50,000

* Plus unused family dth preference visas,

Tvisas not used in higher preforences may be used in these categones
Plus unused employment 4th and Sth preference visas

Source: U.S, Depariment of State

Employment Preference Limit

The annual limit is equal to 140,000 plus unused family-sponsored
preferences in the previous fiscal year. There were 3,949 unused
family sponsored preferences in 2005, The 2006 employment
preference limit was 143,949 (140,000 plus 3,949). The limit is
28.6 percent of the total for each of the first three employment
preferences and 7.1 percent for the last two preferences. In 2006,
the number of employment-based preference immigrants exceeded
the above limit. This was due 1o the REAL 1D Act of 2005, which
recaptured 50,000 unused employment-based visas, 33,341 of
which were used in 2006.

Per-Country and Dependent Area Limits

A limit of 7 percent of total family-sponsored and employment
preferences is set for independent countries, and a limit of
2 percent for dependent areas, The 2006 limit for independent
foreign states was 25,896 (7 percent of 369,949 or 226,000 plus
143,949) and the limit for dependencies was 7,399 (2 percent of
369,949).

Diversity Limits

The annual limit for diversity visas was 50,000 in 2006.

1 Beginning in 2005, the Office of Immigration Statistics (OI5) rmfnea metropoltan areas (Prmary
Metropolitan Statistical Areas), 10 conform with new standards issued by the U.5. Office of Management
and Budge! for corebased statistical areos (CBSAs). LPR data for 2004 have been revised 1o reflect
this definitional change. See Federal Register, Vol. 65. No. 249, Wednesday 12/27/2000, avait
able 8t hitp:// www whitehouse gov/omb, ledreg/metroareas122700.paf. The most current CBSA
defintions are available from OMB at: http:// www.whitehouse gov/omb/inforeg/ statpolicy. itmints.

3Calculated from the March 2006 Current Poputation Survey public use microdata file of the
Bureau of the Census

4The Bureau of Consular Affals, U.S. Department of State, Is responsible for determining these
Imis. See the monthly Visa Bulletin for more information on the limits (Mtpy/ /travel state gov/
visa/ frvi/bulletin/ butietin_2805.Mmi).
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